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I’m loving it--reading!

Big changes set for substance abuse classes in 2017

“

Mrs. Fitzpatrick,
AP government

and politics teacher

     (The plan of AP
students taking their
SAP class after AP
exams) is incredibly
beneficial because
students miss a large
chunk of content
material.

”

By Jade Roman
Staff Writer Instead of missing AP classes to attend mandatory ‘drug’ class, students go after exams
     Starting in 2017, juniors and

seniors who take Advanced Place-

ment classes will take their manda-

tory drug and alcohol class

sessions after their exams to avoid

missing AP class time, substance

abuse prevention teacher Ms. Mari

and principal Mr. Johnston con-

firmed in February 2016 but did not

announce to the public until June

2016.

     Junior Alexis Makubika-Tison,

who takes multiple AP classes,

sees postponing drug classes, for-

mally called Substance Abuse Pre-

vention class, as a way to “get a

better score on the exams in May,”

allowing students to focus more

on AP material, without being

pulled out of class.

     This missing regular class to

attend SAP class seems to keep

forcing students to play “catch up

afterwards,” according to junior

Joseph Schaff, who also is en-

rolled in two AP classes.

     The idea is to convenience both

students and teachers, enabling

students to attend all mandatory

17 days of various drug and alco-

hol periods, without missing any

AP classes.

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick, AP govern-

ment and politics teacher, thinks

the idea of holding SAP classes

after AP exams is “incredibly ben-

eficial because students miss a

large chunk of content material.”

          The last AP exam in 2016,

according to the College Board,

was May 13, moving drug and al-

cohol sessions for both juniors

and seniors to starting in mid-May

if the change took effect now.

       Junior Jacob Dinklocker, who

takes multiple AP classes, said, “It

just makes more sense” accommo-

dating students, teachers, and

most importantly drug and alcohol

class requirements to graduate.

     The new schedule is expected

to go into effect May 2017.
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By Herta Sufka
Staff Writer

Students enjoy volunteering, meeting
Senator Kennedy at school’s 50th celebration

1975 graduate Lopez shows kindness, caring, students say

Lopez wins 2016 top teacher award
By Alexis Rivera
Correspondent

      “You are always welcomed

here at Kennedy High School,”

said Mr. Johnston

      Students of Kennedy vol-

unteered at the school for its

50th celebration, having the

and there was a good amount

of people who came also, it was

a nice sunny Saturday,” said

technology education teacher

Mr. Conway

     Even though the 50th anni-

versary was actually last year,

in 2015, but got postponed due

to the construction happening

in the building, having it this

year was wise decision since

there’s no construction hap-

pening inside building.

     “It was cool volunteering for

Kennedy’s 50th year anniver-

sary since I helped serve ap-

petizers with my friends plus

it’s a special event that comes

only once. I especially went

since it’s my last year at

Kennedy,” said senior Shareef

Ferrer.

     This event made current stu-

dents realize how much the

school building has changed

over the past years, and also

students had the opportunity

to give building tours which

made the people apart of the

tour leave happy remarks about

the improvements.

     “I really enjoyed it. It was a

great experience to see how

many people previously went

to Kennedy and where they are

now. Also when tours were

given it was eye opening to see

their reactions and how happy

they were with the new im-

provements. My favorite part

was being able to serve the

senator pigs in a blanket,” said

freshman Ariana Padilla

     Not only did the students

give tours but they helped serve

appetizers such as, panko

crusted chicken along with

sweet chili sauce, bourbon

meatballs, pigs in a blanket, and

there was a wide variety of des-

serts. The most favorite was the

panko crusted chicken which

the senator requested a plate

full of, according to Padilla

     “At first I’d thought it

would be boring but it turned

out to be really fun, especially

when I gave out tours of the

school to visitors,” said sopho-

more Mehdi Namazi

     Kennedy’s 50th anniversary

was opened to the public which

was why tours were given for

visitors that day, the food was

served by the students, and the

National Teacher of the Year,

Mrs. Hayes, a history teacher,

did show up to celebrate.

     “It was a great experience

I’ll never forget,” sophomore

Riya Patel.

chance to hear speeches from

dignitaries as well as earn com-

munity service hours by serv-

ing appetizers and give tours

of the school, Saturday May

14, 2016 from 12:30 p.m- 5

p.m.

      “I enjoyed it, the food was

good and it was fun watching

the alumni seeing the new trans-

formation and where their old

classes were, also I got the

chance to meet Senator Ted

Kennedy which was very ex-

citing,’ said freshman Jenily

Djan.

     Students who came to help

really had a fun time helping

out they said and got the chance

to meet cancer survivor and

amputee Senator Ted Kennedy

Jr. who was was of the many

dignitaries speak, in stage dur-

ing the celebration.

     “My favorite parts of the

celebration was listening to

Senator Ted Kennedy about

how Kennedy was important

to the Kennedy family and the

slide show of the band was phe-

nomenal,” said vice principal

Mr. McCasland

     McCasland took it upon

himself to set up the celebra-

tion because it was important

since Waterbury has a good re-

lationship with the Kennedy

family. The hardest part for him

was reaching out the politicians

to come and speak especially

in May because it’s a busy

month, according to

McCasland.

     “Nobody put me up to the

task to help out during the cel-

ebration, I had the means to do

it since I wanted to do it and I

graduated from Kennedy. The

celebration went pretty well

Students note tours to graduates show eye opening changes

    Mr. Robert Lopez who

teaches Spanish at Kennedy

was nominated for the school’s

2016- 2017 teacher of the year.

He was noticed for all his hard

work and dedication to the stu-

dents and staff at Kennedy who

felt he well deserved this award.

      He has been teaching Span-

ish for 20 years and has also

taught at Wilby, Crosby, North

End, and West Side. He was

born and raised in Waterbury

and has been speaking Spanish

all his life, he said.

      There aren’t really any spe-

cific qualifications to win: prin-

cipal Mr. Johnston sends an

email asking for nominations,

the staff then emails who they

feel should be noticed  and why.

     What was

Lopez’s reaction

when he had

heard the news

of him winning?

     He said he

was in shock and

wasn’t expecting

it. He said he felt

a bit intimidated

following the

footsteps of last

year’s winner but after he was

congratulated, it reminded him

of all the hard work he’s put in

through the years.

     “I’ll always remember after

finding out I won, how Mrs.

Hayes, the school’s 2016

Teacher of the Year came back

to congratulate me personally,”

he said.

      Why does Lopez think he

was nominated?

     “I strongly believe students

today need to feel

they can achieve. I am

always looking for

different ways to

reach students and

make them feel as

they’re accomplish-

ing something.”

      Some of his best

memories of teaching

include someone who

learned Spanish as a

freshman and began

to speak almost fluently by

their junior year.

     His daughter is also a

teacher, which Lopez said

makes him proud.

     “When she was younger she

used to love when I came home

with papers to correct. I could

tell she had been bitten by the

bug to teach,” said Lopez.

     What is it like being a stu-

dent in Lopez’s class?

     “It is very nice; he goes over

everything and is very enthusi-

astic about teaching. He is liked

by everyone because he is al-

ways so kind,” said junior

Celine Nunez .

     “He’s very active with the

students and he gets you very

involved. He’s very kind

hearted and easy to get along

with,” said junior Brandon

Camacho.

     “He’s very dedicated to the

students, me being a freshman,

Spanish is not easy and he takes

the time to help me. I believe he

was nominated because he

makes learning enjoyable. He

makes it easy to comprehend,”

said freshman Roberta

McCarthy.

      How do Lopez’s cowork-

ers feel about him winning?

      “I am so happy. He is an

excellent teacher, very pleasant

and nice,” said Italian teacher

Mr.Likorama. “I feel good

knowing someone received that

title in my department. He

knows so much and he tries hard

every day to care for students

and teachers.”

     Johnston said he is really

pleased Lopez, who graduated

from Kennedy in 1975, is

teacher of the year since he is a

great person overall.

     “He’s a great example of

what Kennedy is; he represents

us so well,” said Johnston.

SUPPORTIVE

Senior Tariq

Kendrick (Ieft)

along with

juniors Zakiyah

Clemons and

Celine Nunez

support Spanish

teacher Mr.

Lopez as

Kennedy’s 2016

teacher of the

year.

       It was cool
volunteering for
Kennedy’s 50th
year anniversary
since I helped
serve appetizers
with my friends
plus it’s a special
event that comes
only once. I
especially went
since it’s my
last year at
Kennedy.

“

”

LEARNING  Junior Lynne Mortera

listens as Spanish teacher Mr. Lopez

conducts class in spring 2016.

Photo by Alexis

Rivera/staff

Shareef Ferrer,
senior

Photo by Alexis Rivera/staff
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     The mother of Kennedy mathemat-

ics is retiring once the 2015-2016

school year is over in June.

     Mathematics teacher Mrs. Cutrali

is retiring from teaching after 24 years

at Kennedy and 38 years total of being

a teacher, all in Waterbury, because she

wants to go out on a positive note while

still having fun, she said.

     “She has been a mom to the math

department and really has supported a

lot of people in the faculty,” said

Cutrali’s hallway neighbor and fellow

math teacher Ms. DeVeau, who has

worked with Cutrali for 12 years.

     The news of Cutrali’s retirement

came as a shock to math teacher Mr.

Flaherty, who then voiced his reaction.

     “I feel sad. She’s been here the en-

tire time I’ve been here. She’s helped

mentor and foster all of us,” said

‘Mother of Kennedy mathematics’ bids farewell after 38-year career
By Bryan Garcia-Medina
Staff Writer

Flaherty, who has worked with her

for 12 years.

     Speaking of being considered a

mother figure,

Cutrali’s plans

following her re-

tirement are to

travel and then

move to wherever

her daughter, who

currently works

in New York and

lives in Brooklyn,

settles down.

     “Right away

she made me feel

belonged and does

the same to any-

one that comes.

The faculty will

suffer a great loss

without her next year,” said math de-

partment chair Mr. Diorio, who has

also worked with Cutrali for 12 years.

     Cutrali not only had an

impact on other Kennedy

teachers, but also her stu-

dents.

     “She’s just like a mom to

everyone and I love that

about her,” said senior Sara

Aldarondo, who was in

Cutrali’s Algebra II and Pre-

calculus classes, and

homeroom the past three

years.

     “She always cared about

her students,” said junior

Kellie Barys.

     “Algebra II was my

harder subject and although

it was difficult, her teaching

style motivates you as it puts the pres-

sure on you to learn,” said senior

Zachary Murtushi.

     Cutrali holds weekly after school

help sessions, Wednesdays until 2:30

p.m. and Thursdays until 3:30 p.m.,

open to any student who needs math

help.

     “I liked that she lets us do home-

work problems on the board and helps

me if I make a mistake. And she stays

after school which not many people

do,” said senior Gabriella Tialpan-

Barrales.

     “She really helped me one-on-one.

I struggled with Algebra. She helped

me in school and after school every

Wednesday and Thursday,” said se-

nior Erica Kulla.

     Cutrali also enjoys reading, garden-

ing, traveling and cooking.

     Cutrali said she had wanted to be a

teacher ever since sixth grade and she

pursued this career after attending

Crosby High School followed by

Naugatuck Valley Community Col-

lege, and finally Central Connecticut

State University where she received

her bachelor’s  and master’s degrees.

Her elementary and middle school

were outside the United States.

     She has surely let her mark on

Kennedy and its teachers and students.

want to. The projects that we do, they are very

creative and different,” said Sargeant.

      Freshman Bridget Sufka is also comfortable

in the classroom and enjoys the various types

of projects.

      “I feel comfortable; it’s a big art room so

I’m actually inspired. Her projects are actually

fun, creative, and worth doing,” said Sufka

      Students also talked about how it was like

having McBride as a teacher.

      “She’s really nice and helps us out,” said

Cassette.

      Sargeant said McBride cares about the work

the students put in their projects.

     “She’s really nice and cares a lot about how

our project will turn out,” said Sargeant.

      Sufka enjoys the various topics that McBride

teaches the students.

    (Mrs. Cutrali) is
just like a mom to
everyone and I love
that about her.

”
“

Sara Aldarondo,
senior

      “It feels good, she actually teaches us dif-

ferent techniques about art and color,” said Sufka.

      Students also shared their future wishes for

McBride.

      “Good luck in your future and I hope ev-

erything goes good,” said Sargeant.

      Sueda said she wishes McBride enjoys her

time with her future plans.

      “Hope that she’s happy in whatever she

does,” said Seuda.

      Cossette also wishes her the best of luck

with her life after retiring.

      “Good luck in whatever you do after this. I

wish you success,” said Cossette.

      Sufka hopes McBride continues her pas-

sion, and gets to relax.

      “To take it easy and keep doing what she’s

doing: teaching people about art,” said Sufka.

51 students earn Super Senior honors at 28th annual dinner

McBride retires after 37+ years

     It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s the 2016 Super

Seniors!

     51 seniors were recognized at the 28th An-

nual Senior Appreciation Supper May 19 from

5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. in honor of the late Mr.

Mazzaferro, who was principal from 1990 to

1993, and started honoring students who had no

in-school or out-of-school suspensions, no more

than 10 absences each year, and no more than

eight tardies or eight dismissals each year.

     “They are fantastic. They are the real mean-

ing of the word. They present themselves well.

What better way than this?” said Mr. Likorama,

Italian teacher.

     Likorama said he felt honored to be a part of

the event and honored to be able to serve the 51

seniors.

     Interviewing six girls and four boys, they each

had their own characteristics of what it takes to

be a Super Senior.

     “Hard work and dedication for your work

and make sure you always come to school,” said

senior Jordan Crosby-Williams.

     “It takes a lot of hard work, dedication, and

striving for what you want,” said senior Ethan

Wawer.

     “Not getting into trouble and getting here on

time,” senior Tyler O’Brien said.

     “Good attendance, no disciplinary issues,”

senior Chynnia Piland said.

     “Hard work, dedication and a lot of sleepless

nights,” said senior Roshica Dehaney.

     In addition to Likorama, many teachers also

felt honored to serve the students who worked

hard all four years.

     “It’s a very proud moment for them and their

families. It speaks about their character,” said

Ms. Velez,  science teacher.

     “It’s a great pride, it means we have great

students,” said Mrs. Cutrali, retiring math teacher.

     “I felt like it was a good opportunity to give

back to the students who make Kennedy a great

place to work,”  Ms. Joyce, World History

teacher said.

     Joyce said she was very happy to be a part of

the event and felt the seniors had enough drive

and dedication to succeed.

     Velez also thought the Senior Appreciation

Supper was a good way to connect with stu-

dents and coworkers.

     “This is a great event, not only for those stu-

dents but for underclassmen,” said Velez. “We as

teachers tend to stay in the classrooms and this

By Kamaiya Alston and Jaleesa Bellamy
Correspondent and Staff Writer

is a way to support our students and interact

with one another in a way we might otherwise

not be able to.”

     Most of the seniors interviewed were shocked

when they found out they were a Super Senior.

     “It was a pleasant surprise,” said Wawer.

     Every senior interviewed felt proud of them-

selves that they were chosen to be a Super

Senior.

     “It shows that all the hard work paid off,”

said senior John Ogando.

     “I feel honored for being recognized for my

hard work,” Dehaney said.

     Dehaney was one of the few seniors who

weren’t shocked when they found out.

     “Not really because of all the hard work I put

in,” said Dehaney. “I was expecting a reward for

my hard work.”

     Senior Alyssa Digiovancarlo was another

student who was not surprised about being a

Super Senior.

     “Not really because I have really good atten-

dance and I’ve never been written up or any-

thing,” she said.

     Senior Sydney Dawson said she found out

about this Super Senior Supper in 2010, when

her cousin won it.

     “It means a lot because my cousin was a

Super Senior so we’re trying to keep it going,”

said Dawson.

     Senior Amanda Willcox said she also knew

about the Senior Appreciation Supper.

     “My sister was a senior when I was a fresh-

man so yes, I did,” said Willcox.

     Amanda’s mother, Mary Willcox, along with

Chynnia Piland’s mother, said they felt proud of

their daughters for being Super Seniors.

     “Very proud,” Anita Piland said.

     Senior Tyler O’Brien’s mother Jackie O’Brien

was another proud parent.

     “I think it’s great, he’s my second one,” said

Jackie O’Brien.

     Retiring behavioral studies teacher Mrs. Tuttle

was proud of all the 51 seniors.

     “I’ve been doing this for 36 years,” Tuttle

said. “I’ve never missed a Senior Supper. I love

all my students.”

     Vice principal Gwiazdoski was excited to be

a part of the Senior Appreciation Supper.

     “It’s one of my favorite events at Kennedy. I

look forward to this event. It’s not all about aca-

demics, it’s just good kids,” he  said.

Mahalia Anderson

Isabella Fazo

Matthew Sargeant

Chynnia Piland

Miranda Scott

Jeanette Rendon

Pasquale Barone

Krystal Reyes

Katelyn Shappy

Jhonathan Rijo

Nijia Benedict

Paola Robles

Klajai Sosoli

Frenkli Rusi

Raylene Borges

Mohini Samaroo

Eleni Tsetsos

Steffany Sanchez

Melisa Castro

Sixto Pacheco

Astrid Vasques

Lyne Charles

Ethan Wawer

Lenzye Clotaire

Amanda Willcox

Monica Collette

Troy Wooster

Margaret Colon

Jordan Crosby-Williams

Alex Cruz

Sydney Dawson

Roshica Dehaney

Andrea Del Valle

Allyssa Digiovancarlo

Jocelyn Duarte

Angelica Figueroa

Felipe Guimaraes

Makyle Hawk

Taylor Jannaccio

Divante Jones

Selina Kamo

Joseph Karmuza

Jennifer Kazlauskas

Briana Latifi

Zachary Marano

Alexander Moreno

Yazmin Moreno

Tyler O’Brien

Kathryn O’Donnell

John Ogando

Congratulations 2016 Super Seniors

TRADITION

The late Mr.

Mazzaferro,

Kennedy

principal from

1990-1993,

began the

Super Senior

tradition of

honoring

outstanding

students. His

photo was on

display (left)

along with the

t-shirts each

Super Senior

received May

19, 2016.

Photos by Jaleesa Bellamy and Kamaiya Alston/staff

McBride retires, from page 6

Liliana Oliveira

WINNERS

The cafe is

transformed

into a sea of

blue and gold

honoring

outstanding

seniors and

their families,

who are

served a

homemade

meal by staff

during Super

Senior night.

Photo by Bryan Garcia-Medina/staff

Staff credits Cutrali with making them feel they ‘belong’
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Staff Editorial

Find your passion,
then follow it fully

Coffee addicts unite:
we can’t we stay away?

‘Chaos,’ ‘annoying,’ describe peoples’ views of electionBy Carson Delaney
Correspondent

     Why do people drink coffee in the morning?

     Everywhere you look in the morning at school, coffee is seen.

Kennedy is full of coffee fanatics between the staff and students.

But the question is, why do people always have to have their

coffee in the morning? Is it for that extra boost to get them through

the day or just for the flavor?

     After talking to many people throughout the school the conclu-

sion is, everyone seems to have a little caffeine addiction and yes,

that is a real thing.

     “It’s National Coffee Day every day for me,” is Talented and

Gifted teacher Mr. Clark’s first comment about coffee.

     Senior Rilind Racaj said he “thrives on coffee.’ Another main

theme throughout everyone’s explanation is that coffee gives them

that boost and reason to get out of bed.

     With the new coffee joint, Starbucks ,opening on West Main

Street spring 2016, coming into competition with Dunkin Donuts

across the street, it sparks more questions.

     What is your preference?

     Seniors Morgan Fasanelli and Bailey Murphy said they switch

between Dunkin and Starbucks.

     “Starbucks can get a little more expensive than Dunkin, but

Starbucks’ coffee is too good to pass up,” said Fasanelli.

     Murphy doesn’t have a favorite since “they are both pretty

even,” she said.

     Those trying to save either time and or money make their own

coffee at home.

     Physical Education teacher Mr. Stango brings coffee from home

every day due to time in the morning.

     It seems like an even competition between all the coffee places.

     No matter what happens in the morning people always seem to

find a way to fit in time for coffee. That extra caffeine in the

morning is what gets students and teachers through the day, maybe

even a coffee break in midday. Whatever it is, coffee has definitely

hooked everyone and with new coffee flavors and drinks coming

out constantly, it doesn’t look like the coffee addiction is stopping

anytime soon.

  Commentary
By Carson Delaney
Correspondent

     Mr. Steven Gaynes, father of Special Education

teacher Ms. Gaynes, a 40-year writer as well as a

teaching assistant in a Bridgeport, Conn. school

visited the journalism class for the second time in

April 2016, to talk about his journalism and life

experiences and answer the young journalists’

questions, all the urging students to never give up on

their dreams.

     “Writing is a craft,” said Gaynes, who pens a

weekly column.

     Gaynes was excited to come back to Kennedy to

talk to the young journalists about what he loves to

do, which is writing.

     “You don’t want to give up your passion for

writing,” said Gaynes

     Gaynes made it clear to the young journalists to

not give up on your passions even if someone

disagrees with what you do and how you do it.

     “Think about a way that will be totally different,”

he said.

     Not everybody is going to like or agree with your

writing but, that doesn’t mean you can’t approve.

     “The best way to write is to write,” said Gaynes

     Gaynes having more than 40 years of experience

made him grow to love what he does, despite any

challenges. But can others say they love to write as

much as Gaynes and even do it for free?

     As the 2015-2016 school year concludes be

honest with yourself. Admit your passion, whether it

is for writing, cooking, fashion, makeup, medicine,

video games, caring for animals, working with

children, or any other pursuit. Take the steps neces-

sary to make what you enjoy become a future

career or hobby that improves your quality of life. As

Gaynes demonstrates each week with his writing, do

what you love, and it will never seem like work.

COMMENTARY

‘Media circus’ of presidential candidates looms

     Turn on the TV, open the

newspaper, listen to the radio:

you can’t escape it!

    The race for the White

House is everywhere and it

seems as if the media isn’t giv-

ing in with relentless stories.

     The 2016 Presidential elec-

tion is almost down to two can-

didates, Republican Donald

Trump and Democrat Hillary

Clinton. The attention given to

this election began when

Clinton announced her candi-

dacy April 12, 2015 and Trump

announced his June 16, 2015,

according to the Washington

Post. Both candidates with

completely separate views now

battle it out for the White

House, but with the media hon-

ing in on both sides this elec-

tion is nowhere close to past

ones, but everything will be

over Tuesday, November 8,

2016: Election Day.

     “It is a media circus and it

has shown the power of the

media in politics,” said Mrs.

Fitzpatrick, U.S. History, AP

Government and Politics, and

AP Comparative Government

teacher.

     The talk about future presi-

dents never stops. The media

has torn apart both sides and

continues to try and dig up

whatever little dirt they can get.

Looking through the news there

is always something about the

presidential race. The media

thrives on these stories.

   “I feel like Twitter and

Facebook are altering the vot-

ers’ views of different candi-

dates and giving a lot of false

advertisement,” said senior

Allyssa DiGiovancarlo.

     This seems to be working

now that many of the young

voters are on social media and

it is also getting the non-voters

involved. 45 percent of new

voters use Facebook to get their

news in politics and 30 percent

depend on Twitter, according

to crimsonhexagon.com. Not

everything posted on social

media is completely true and it

seems that all the big name news

channels like CNN or CBS are

battling for the most

“retweets” or “likes.”

     “It is sad that voters do not

know the actual belief of the

candidates and what they want

for the country,” said senior

Sara Aldarondo

     It seems this election is fo-

cusing more on the candidates’

private lives and past mistakes

instead of their policies and

ideas.Clinton’s email scandal

made headlines all over and

many people still question the

supposed affair her husband,

former President Bill Clinton,

had. The media likes to twist

words to portray one of the

candidates as racist or sexist.

Clinton, being a woman herself,

seems to be really going after

female voters, pledging to fix

the wage gap and making re-

marks like “it’s about time” a

woman is elected president.

     “Hillary is going to win be-

cause she has support from the

financial side,” said senior

Zachary Murtishi.

     Clinton really does have a

lot of connections since she is

the previous Secretary of State.

Flashback to the 2008 presi-

dential election, Clinton did not

make it this far after dropping

out in June 2008. Will this be

her chance to swipe the posi-

tion away from Trump?

     “It is so up in the air. I re-

ally did not think Trump would

make it this far,” said history

teacher Mrs. Harris.

     Many seemed to think that

when Trump made the final

decision to run. Can a business

man/reality star really run this

country? Trump does receive

a lot of negative remarks from

the media. Trump is taking a

different approach to getting

his points across and speaking

his mind. It is a total change

from past candidates.

     “I think Trump is not afraid

to speak his mind about his

beliefs and is not exactly po-

litically correct about things,

which I think the country is not

used to,” said sophomore

Samantha Feliciano.

     Trump has made some of

his stances on policies very

clear. Illegal immigration is at

the top of his list along with

spending and foreign policy. He

said he feels illegal aliens should

no longer be allowed in the

county with such easy access

to all of the government’s ben-

efits and that more U.S. citi-

zens should be employed, ac-

cording to Foxnews.com

     “They both have a lot of

experience to offer,” said

sophomore Milena Familia

     Trump has a business back-

ground with many branches he

runs like Trump Towers or his

reality show The Apprentice.

He has built up a net worth of

$4.5 billion. On the other hand,

Clinton has a long history in

politics being former President

Bill Clinton’s wife and Secre-

tary of State. She understands

how things operate in the White

House and can stay calm in

tense situations after having

experience being in the room

with President Obama while

planning out the killing of

Osama Bin Laden.

     “Even though I could not

vote in past elections I still en-

joyed watching them and

weighing in on both sides,” said

senior Eleni Etsetsos.

     A call was made to City Hall

for comment on this election

May 20, 2016, but no answer

was returned Contact was made

with one of the city’s accoun-

tants, Mr Thomas Bell.

     “I just want someone to re-

ally help out the veterans in this

country having one of my fam-

ily members being one really

hits close to home,” said Bell.

     This election is still months

away, but things heated up

quick. Asking people how this

election is going and to describe

it in one word really seems to

sum it up.

     “God bless America,” said

Physical Education teacher Ms.

Highsmith.

    “Typical,” said Physics

teacher Miss Velez.

     “Chaos,” said junior Angel

Arzola.

     “Unpredictable,” said

Physical Education teacher Mr.

Stango.

     “Annoying,” said freshman

Ariana Padilla.

     Nobody will quite know the

turnout of this race. Will the

Democrats remain in power or

will the Republicans reclaim

office for a little while? Make

sure to go out and vote and be-

come involved in this exciting

election. Who knows what will

come?

Starbucks can get a little more expensive
than Dunkin, but Starbucks’ coffee is too
good to pass up.“

COFFEE TIME Business Department Chair Mr. Lucian holds his
trusty mug to demonstrate the importance of his daily cup of
coffee, he said. Just walking into the school’s lobby on any given
morning, one can see Dunkin Donuts or other coffee cups in the
hands of both students and staff.

”It’s National Coffee Day every day
for me.“ ”

Photo illustration by Carson Delaney/staff

COMMENTARY

Contest winner
CREATIVE ARTIST

Junior Maricelys Hidalgo
holds her winning entry

in The Eagle Flyer’s
coloring contest found in

the May/June 2016
issue. Hildago won a $5
Dunkin Donuts gift card,

and was awarded her
prize June 8, 2016. Be
sure to enter the next

coloring contest.

Photo by Julita Becolli/staff

Mr. Clark,
teacher of the Talented and Gifted

Morgan Fasanelli,
senior



Stay

“EDUCATION IS THE KEY  TO  SUCCESS. . . KNOWLEDGE

IS POWER . . . STAY IN SCHOOL . . . AND NEVER NEED

TO USE THIS SERVICE.”              Dennis Perkins

203-482-3005 CELL

Troy Wooster received honorary prom king title

May’s prom experience fun plus exciting for 362 attendees
By Talia Bairstow
Staff Writer

     “Tonight we are young, so let’s set

this world on fire, we can burn brighter

than the sun,” lyrics from Janelle Monáe.

     362 attendees of the junior/senior

2016 prom at La Bella Vista also called

the Ponte Club in Waterbury Conn.,

had a chance to experience a night of

fun and celebration while hanging out

with friends, May 20, 2016 from 6:00

p.m.-10:30 p.m.

     “It’s so special, it’s a night you can

forget everything and just have fun,”

said junior Gabriella Santana, whose

mom set aside money for her prom.

     It takes time to prepare for a prom,

lots of time.

     “We do it three years in advance to

secure our date, I’ve already booked

up to 2019,” said senior class adviser

Ms. Capolupo, history teacher.

     It’s amazing what partners

Capolupo and paraprofessional Mrs.

Dejesus, planned for the school.

     “I’m the idea person, she’s the

worker bee,” said Capolupo, who re-

lied much on the prom committee of

mainly juniors for support.

     Compared to the 2015 prom, some

thought the 2016 prom was better and

more students came.

     “This year there will be 362 stu-

dents including outsiders,’ said

Dejesus.

     “The DJ was better than last

year,” said senior Zakiyah Clemons.

     The prom committee was dedi-

cated to making prom special.

     “The secretary for senior class

Krista Roman is always helping and

willing to do whatever it takes to make

things work,” said Capolupo. “Senior

Shamari Sockwell is getting it done.”

     It is a night of fun and “world

peace.”

     “Prom is like a fun moment, you

only have one,” said senior, Isaiah

Cruz.

     “It was special for me because all

my friends are seniors and it was a

night for us all to get together before

they leave,” said junior Kellie

Barys, who looked for a

dress especially not reveal-

ing.

     According to four out of

five students asked, prom

was very difficult to plan

or prepare for.

     “Planning for prom is the hard part,

don’t wait,” said senior Henry White,

who enjoyed “turning up with (his)

friends” at prom.

     “Prom was the hardest thing in my

life because I waited until last minute

to plan,” said junior Raegon Davis,

who based her style off her visit to

Kaynor’s 2016 prom.

     Why is prom so short? Two

Kennedy students commented.

     “It was short but it was pretty

great,” said senior Khemraj Sing, who

brought his girlfriend from another

school.

     “Prom should be longer, it went

by too quick,” said senior Alexis

Otano, who spent about $300.

     Many said they enjoyed the food.

     “They had stuffed fish, pasta,

mashed potatoes, Caesar salad, red

steak, and cheese and crackers for ap-

petizer,” said Otano.

      The food was self-service al-

though the food was limited.

     “The food wasn’t bad. I liked the

dessert, we had the choice between

making an ice cream sundae and

s’mores bar,” said Santana.

      “I did not like the food,” said jun-

ior Tyriq Cushon.

     Seniors especially enjoyed the

fairy tale night.

     “Prom was an unbelievable expe-

rience but it needed better music,” said

senior Lorenzo Benjamin.

     “It’s a day to clean yourself up

nice and take that special someone,”

said senior Justice Allah.

     “You only do it once it’s always

better senior year because it’s your

last year,” said Carlos Avelar.

     Styles were really unique upon

that evening, students and staff said.

     “Everyone was dressed elegantly,”

said Ms. Ferrer, Spanish teacher.

     “I looked up to old school movies

like Scarface and the Godfather to find

myself for prom,” said Avelar.

     Announcing

Prom King and

Queen was…

Capolupo.

     “I was really ex-

cited. I really

thought I was going

to lose, I had a lot

of anxiety,” said se-

nior Jailene Lopes,

who won queen.

     “Prom was the

best time ever; I wouldn’t change it

not one bit,” said Lopes.

     The overall design of prom was

said to be outstanding. It included a

color scheme of teal and white.

     “Everything about it was great, the

kids had fun, the decorations were

beautiful, Ms. Cap and Mrs. Dejesus

did a great job,’ said Ms.Hicock, En-

glish teacher.

     “It was nice,” said Ms.Lizak, li-

brarian.

     The staff of Kennedy was proud

of the students that night.

     “Everyone looked beautiful and

boys were dressed handsome and the

students were very behaved and made

us all very proud,” said vice principal,

Mr. Giazdowski.

     “I thought that it went really well

and it seemed like all the kids were

having a great time,” said Ms. Conway,

science teacher.

     That night senior Troy Wooster

was announced honorary prom king.

Photos by Ava Ginger Persenaire/staff

FASHION Junior Samantha

Camapanaro (top) wore a

gown her mother created

while senior Kamaiya

Alston (left) sat outside.

MAKING MEMORIES

Seniors (in left photo)

Jordan Richardson,

Darian Houghtaling and

freshman Hailey Muccino

(right) enjoyed the warm

weather in the courtyard

before heading inside

the prom May 20, 2016

at La Bella Vista, known

as The Ponte Club, in

Waterbury. The room

was decorated in teal

and white, below, and

featured seating for 362

attendees.

     “You should have seen his facial

expression, it would have made you

cry,” said senior Duayne Sutherland,

who announced the honorary prom

winner.

     “Everyone loves Troy just like I

do, everyone did it out of love,” said

Sutherland.

SHINE

Seniors

Edona

Roci and

Chey-

enne

Barnes

(right)

display

floor-

length

gowns

with

sparkle

and

shine.
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‘Very fashionable’ Highsmith ends career of 36+ years

By Aaron Hernandez
Staff Writer

     “She was always there for me since

freshman year. She understands me,”

said senior Stephanie Johnson.

     After 36 years and three months of

teaching, including 15 years at

Kennedy, Ms. Highsmith, the physi-

cal education and health teacher, is re-

tiring in June  2016 after feeling like it

was just time, she said.

     “I just think it was time after 36

years and three months, it was time to

close this chapter of my life,” said

Highsmith.

     Being a teacher for that long, some

people were wondering what she is

going to do with her free time.

     “I belong to alot of civic organiza-

tions, so I will devote my time to my

civic organizations and church,” said

Highsmith.

     Even though she has her free time

sorted out, there’s no doubt she will

miss aspects of life at Kennedy.

     “I’ll  miss doing homeroom, it was

a personal touch for me,” said

Highsmith.

     Not only will she miss Kennedy

and her homeroom duty, but a lot of

students and faculty will miss her, too.

     “I wish she can stay for at least

one more year, until I graduate. She’s

funny, she’s cool, and it’s really going

to suck,” said junior Tyler Recchioni,

who is in Highsmith’s homeroom.

     More students feel just like

Recchioni but are happy that she is

leaving with their class of 2016.

   “I love her and it’s sad that she is

going but at least she’s going when I

am,” said senior Stephanie Johnson.

     “I’m sad, destroyed . . . my heart is

destroyed, but at the same time she is

graduating with me, she’s class of

2016,’ said senior Gabriela Talpan-

Barrales.

     While some students are sad, some

will remember her for what she’s done

and her outgoing personality.

     “She was a great teacher, very help-

ful, and great with the kids,” said

senior Jackie Hernandez.

     But for the most part it is

Highsmith’s  love for fashion that

people will never forget.

     “(She is) very very fashionable.

She’s a shopaholic at TJ Maxx and

every online store,” said Hernandez.

     They say diamonds are a girl’s best

friend; when it comes to Highsmith,

diamonds are not the only thing on her

list.

     “My favorite accessories are my

pearls, my diamonds, clothes, shoes,

my car, my Lexus, my Alex and Ani

bracelets, and my Pandora bracelets,”

said Highsmith.

     Her inspirations to her wonderful,

creative fashion senses are from “the

TV and Internet,” she said.

     “I watch the TV show What Not To

Wear, online shopping, and Pinterest,”

said Highsmith.

     However, she has accomplished her

goals here at Kennedy.

     “I would say so, supporting the

kids, having students to pass physical

health education, and being a team

player with my colleagues,” said

Highsmith.

     Before she leaves, she shares words

of encouragement for everyone.

     “Just be the best you can be,” said

Highsmith.

     Being the best you can be is some-

thing Highsmith has been striving for

and is something everyone can do.

     “Definitely will miss her. She’s a

part of our staff, but also I am happy

that she’s able to retire after all these

years and to enjoy her free time,” said

physical education teacher Mr.

Ferrare.

     Just like Highsmith will miss

teaching with her co-workers they, too,

shared their favorite memories of

Highsmith.

     “Just every day teaching together,

she’s a great co-worker, and team

player,” said Ferrare.

     “I can’t recall the year but her and

I won prom king and queen of the

teachers for homecoming. We had a

nice dance, it was a nice year,” said

physical education teacher Mr. Stango.

     These are memories that will never

die out.

     “I’m happy for her that she’s

finally able to retire. But as a staff it is

going to be sad. She came in I think

two years after I came in. We had our

staff here for such a long time it’s not

going to be the same without her,” said

Stango.

     That’s right, Kennedy isn’t going

to be the same once Highsmith leaves.

     “She’s a great person, very caring.

We’re going to miss her some of her

humor and comments and the friend-

ship we developed over the years,”

said Stango.

     Once an eagle, always an eagle; al-

though Highsmith  is retiring she will

always be a part of Kennedy.

By Mahalia Anderson
Staff Writer

Photos by Julita Becolli/staff

Highsmith known as supportive,“great co-worker”

PERSONALITY PLUS Students, from left, Tyler Nieves, Maylene Malichanh and

Jackie Hernandez work with retiring physical education and health teacher Ms.

Highsmith in June 2016. Highsmith, who has taught for more than 36 years,

spent 15 years teaching at Kennedy. Highsmith said she will miss doing homeroom

since “it was a personal touch for me.”

After 37+ years of teaching art at all levels, McBride keeps learning

      Retiring and continuing her passion.

     After working as an art teacher for 37 and a

half years, Ms. McBride will be retiring once the

current 2015-2016 school year ends, since she

will be living in Maine, while spending time making

art herself and taking piano lessons.

      “Be true to your passion, be patient, be avail-

able for students, understand teaching is more

than being in a classroom, teaching is a 24-hour

day job,” said McBride, regarding advice she

would give to anyone desiring to become a teacher.

      Before working in several elementary schools

for 18 years, West Side for seven years, and

Kennedy for 12 years, McBride had a much dif-

ferent job during college.

      “Through college I was a waitress and things

like that, but teaching was my first career job,”

said McBride.

      Having a passion for art and music helped

McBride get to where she is today as an art

teacher.

      “For me it was pretty easy. I’ve always had

a love for art and music; after graduating from an

art school, with a degree in print making, I de-

cided to get a Master’s in Art Education. Shortly

after I graduated I was hired by the city of Water-

bury,” said McBride.

      Although she’s already a teacher, that doesn’t

mean her learning has ended.

      “I’m a constant and continuing student my-

self. Currently I’m taking a painting class in

Southern. I’m always enrolled in a summer art

class. Taking student teachers was something that

kept me current,” said McBride.

      Teaching was never something she wanted to

do yet she became a teacher and enjoyed it.

      “Never did I want to become a teacher. I

wanted to become an artist. I didn’t want to be a

teacher because I never really liked school my-

self because I was a visual learner and I just wanted

to make art,” said McBride.

      Her love for art and kids helped her decide

that teaching was what she was going to do.

      “I chose teaching because I come from a large

family and I’ve been surrounded by children and

I’m the oldest of six, so I was always watching

kids and so I liked kids, and I still do. I love art

and I love kids, so becoming an art teacher was a

good decision for me,” said McBride.

      Watching children expressing themselves and

being creative is what she loves about her job.

      “The thing I enjoyed most is watching chil-

dren discover their creativity and building their

self-confidence and taking pride in what they

do; being successful in something,” said McBride

      Although she taught in elementary, middle

and high school, she loved each level equally.

      “I loved the enthusiasm of the kids in el-

ementary. In middle school I loved the team of

artists that I worked with there. With high school

I loved working with kids making life choices

and careers. It’s exciting to help them choose a

direction in their lives, whether it’s art or any-

thing,” said McBride.

      There aren’t many things she dislikes about

being a teacher beside the usual lack of support.

      “The thing I dislike the most about is dealing

with some of the discipline issues and lack of

funds for better materials,” said McBride.

      One of the most memorable things in her

entire career happened recently: she tremen-

dously helped out one of her students who was

going to attend the same art college.

      “The most rewarding experience of my whole

career happened last year with a student who

went to Maine College of Art, which was where

I went to school, and helping her find a place to

live, getting her a job, I gave her a car, and to

watch her develop into an artist there is just

very rewarding. At one point she wasn’t going

to be able to go because she didn’t have the

money for room and board and I was able to find

her a place to live for one third the cost; that’s

something she could afford, so she was able to

go to school. She came up to me actually, in the

summer, so we found her a place to live,” said

McBride.

      There are several things about her job she

has appreciated over the years.

      “I’ve worked with great people and for me,

going from teaching at all different levels was

just something that I loved about every job that

I’ve had,” said McBride.

      She has loved every moment in her job, in-

cluding the small daily rewards.

      “Things happen daily. I get daily rewards

here. I mean I get little notes, kids stopping in to

visit, a smile; it’s those little things that make

my job a pleasure and something I will miss,”

said McBride.

      She has a few plans in store after retirement.

      “I would like to spend some time making art

myself. I started working on my studio in Maine,

in March. I’ve been taking piano lessons this

year; I plan to pursue that. And I’ll be living in

Maine,” said McBride.

      McBride wants to be remembered for many

things, while wanting everyone to never stop

learning and to find what they love.

      “I’d liked to be remembered as an inspira-

tion, somebody that is kind and compassionate

and inspiring; and an example of a life-long stu-

dent, that you never should stop going to school.

I continue to take classes to better myself in any

ways, not just art. For example, I took a French

class. There’s always something to learn, always

new things to learn. Find your passion and just

keep learning, and be kind to each other. We’re

always getting out of control with a lot of hate-

ful things; slow down and be kind,” said

McBride.

      Teachers also shared their thoughts on

McBride.

      “Just look at all the work she has the kids

doing over there; she always has the kids doing

new stuff. She keeps them interested. I think

she should have a retirement party up in her

place in Maine when school is over and invite us

all to it,” said technology education teacher Mr.

Conway.

      Fellow art teacher Mr. Proto has appreci-

ated the help he’s received from McBride.

      “She’s been great to work with. She’s been

incredibly helpful. Some other districts and school

I’ve heard stories, thankfully I’m lucky enough

that I haven’t actually experienced it, but at other

schools teachers can sometimes be kind of secre-

tive; they kind of hold lesson plans from each

other. Ms. McBride has always been helpful and

forthcoming with advice and she helped students

and me personally whenever I needed it to help

better teach,” said Proto, who started at Kennedy

fall 2015.

      Students shared their thoughts on how it felt

being in her class.

      “It’s nice, it’s chill, it’s a class to look for-

ward to. She lets us work together,” said sopho-

more Lesley Tepi.

      Freshman Caroline Sueda said students are

given freedom in McBride’s class.

      “Non-stressful. We are able to do what we

want,” said Sueda.

      Freshman Phoebe Cossette also noted the

amount of freedom students are given.

      “We have freedom to express ourselves and

listen to music and be creative,” said Cossette.

      Freshman Madison Sargeant said each

project the students do is diverse, and that she

feels very comfortable expressing herself in the

classroom.

      “It’s nice, most of the kids I’m comfortable

around so I’m able to express myself the way I

McBride keeps students interested, creative plus is “great to work with,” teachers say

See McBride retires, page 3

CREATIVE

QUEEN

Art teacher

Ms. McBride,

with

freshman

Junior Matos

(left) and

sophomore

Yanisa

Ortega, is

retiring after

more than 37

years of

teaching art

in elemen-

tary, middle

and high

schools. Her

class was

one to look

forward to,

students

said.

    I don’t recall the year but her and I
won prom king and queen of the
teachers for homecoming. We had a
nice dance, it was a nice year.

”
“

Mr. Stango,
physical education teacher

Photo by Aaron Hernandez/staff
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Military veteran Ludwig ends 47-year teaching career
Ludwig also owns farm, enjoys winter sportsBy Dylan McGrath

Staff Writer

     A man of many talents will be re-

tiring from Kennedy come June.

     Technology education teacher Mr.

Ludwig will be retiring as of June 14,

2016, after teaching for 47 years, as

he feels his time teaching is over, and

he wishes to pursue his other hob-

bies.

     “I’ve known Mr. Ludwig for about

13 years now, and I will miss his ever-

present personality,” said Mr.

Danaher, woodshop teacher.

     Ludwig has truly had an impact on

his fellow teachers.

     “I’ve known Mr. Ludwig for about

11 or 12 years, I’m going to miss his

intellectual humor,” said Mr. Cyr, sci-

ence department chair.

     “He’s an intelligent doom and

gloomer,” said Cyr.

     “He is a real nice guy, true gentle-

man, good teacher, and a man of many

talents,” said Danaher.

     Ludwig has had an impact on stu-

dents as well.

     “Mr. Ludwig was a cool teacher;

he has a very flexible approach to

teaching,” said Matthew Sargeant,

senior.

     “He is professional, ethical and a

very devoted teacher,” said Jordan

Richardson, senior.

     “He is a cool teacher, very profes-

sional and committed,” said Connor

Buzak, senior.

     Ludwig went to two different jun-

ior high schools in Darien, Conn. and

graduated from Darien High School in

1965. He also served in the United

States military from 1970-1972.

     “I’m going to miss the involvement

in extracurricular activities like Project

Lead the Way, Cisco Networking Acad-

emy, and the Information Technology

Academy,” said Ludwig.

     As much as he enjoyed these

events, he has other things he wants

to pursue.

     “I enjoy skiing and snowboarding,

and would like to do that more,” said

Ludwig.

     In addition to snow sports, Ludwig

is involved in several other activities.

     “He is a volun-

teer firefighter,” said

technology educa-

tion teacher Mr.

Conway.

     “He has a farm

up in Norfolk,” said

Danaher.

     “I’m the co-

owner of Hay and

Timber Farm in

Northwest Con-

necticut,” said

Ludwig.

     Taking on this

many activities

surely requires a de-

gree of external sup-

port.

     “My family and friends always

have been important to me, they’re

always there for support,” said

Ludwig.

     In addition, Ludwig works on bus

duty at the end of the school day.

     He will be dearly missed by the

friends he has made through the years

at Kennedy.

After 35 years teaching, preschool founder Langlais enters ‘new phase’

     “We definitely are losing a pillar of Kennedy,”

said Ms. Balnis, speaking of Mrs. Langlais, who

she has known for one year through their shared

department.

     After more than 35 years as a teacher, 20 of

those years being spent in Kennedy and 18 run-

ning the Eagles Nest preschool, Langlais, who

teaches early childhood education, will be retir-

ing June 14, and leaving the gargantuan task of

running the reputable “Eagles Nest” up to a quali-

fied individual who is yet to be found.

     “The preschool program is what I’ve always

wanted to do, so it took me a while to get where

I wanted to be,” said Langlais, who attended

Watertown High School before continuing on her

education in the University of Connecticut’s

Waterbury branch and later its main campus, ul-

timately leading to attaining her master’s degree

at Southern Connecticut State University.

     Langlais began her longlasting teaching career

as a “split teacher” between Kennedy and West

Side Middle School.

     “That only lasted one year, and then after

that I went to Wallace. I spent probably about 15

years at Wallace,” she said.

     “Then I left Wallace and I worked in a Catho-

lic school program, I taught out of Chase and out

of Tinker, I was at Kennedy during those Catho-

lic school years,” said Langlais, who spent this

“split” teaching family and consumer science for

about two years.

     Eventually, her career path culminated when

she became a full time teacher at Kennedy.

     “I’ve probably been at Kennedy for over 20

years now, something like that,” said Langlais.

     Recalling how the preschool developed over

almost two decades of hard work beginning in

1998, she reflected on how the program’s expan-

sion and granting of its own space made for posi-

tive progression.

     “One wonderful change is to have my own

room,” she said, describing it as “such a bless-

ing.”

     “I can do more learning centers with the kids,

I was limited before,” she said, citing the need to

close down the preschool every day due to shar-

ing a room as the prime limitation.

     “Also the program expanded, when we first

started it was only one hour and a half, but now

it’s a three hour program and the parents really

appreciate it,” said Langlais.

     Her Eagles Nest alumni testified to the par-

ents’ appreciation and contentment.

     “The parents love Mrs. Langlais, they seem

to love the way she interacts with the kids,” said

senior Margaret Colon.

     This observation was common in her students.

     “The parents love her, they really do, espe-

cially with kids who have more trouble adapting

to the environment. She pushes the parents to let

their kids go,” said senior Gabby Tlalpan, who

taught in the preschool her sophomore year and

currently serves as a teacher’s aid.

     Ultimately, Langlais lays the foundation for

the healthy socialization and independence that

might be a bit more difficult for parents them-

selves to give their children

     “This experience for most parents is their very

first experience putting their child in a program.

I definitely reassure them that their child will be

fine and we can handle it, I’m able to tell parents

it will be okay,” said Langlais.

     Although gratifying, this role is not always

easy.

     “I have had to pull some children out of their

parents’ arms,” she said.

     That initial hesitation from some children does

not compare to the bonds they form throughout

their preschool experience.

     “The little kids really do look up to me, and

I’m able to make it a positive experience for

them. That’s my goal, I want to make sure they

have a really positive experience for their first

time in school,” said Langlais.

     Despite it being immediately perceptible, she

solidified her commitment and passion to the

preschool program by heralding it as her favorite

part of teaching in Kennedy.

     “I love the interaction of high school kids

with preschool kids,” said Langlais.

     Witnessing her mentoring have an effect on

her students’ interactions’ with the preschoolers

is among the elements that foster that passion

and keep it alive.

     “My biggest joy as a teacher is to see a high

school student interacting with the preschoolers

in a way that I’ve taught them to interact, it’s

magical,” said Langlais, coining it “learning in

action.”

     In addition to the children and parents, the

preschool is also beneficial to the high school

students who opt for the course.

     “I feel like this class helps kids in a lot of

ways, I think it’s a win-win situation,” she said.

     Langlais provided a silver lining to students

feeling inadequate in the class.

     “We don’t need preschool teachers that don’t

like kids,” she said.

     On the other hand, if the class fosters a

newfound passion in her students, she hopes it

can be a stepping stone.

     “Now they can set their career path towards

working with kids,” said Langlais.

     In both of those scenarios, one goal is always

a constant.

     “My third win is hopefully some of the tech-

niques they’ve learned in this class will help them

be better parents someday,” she said.

     What her students had to say about Langlais

and their experience as students makes it clear

that her approach is working, and what she is

hoping to accomplish is a daily reality.

     “Mrs. Langlais helped me a lot in understand-

ing the children and their development, which

helped me later on in Advanced Placement psy-

chology,” said senior Jada Woods.

      “She makes sure you stay on track, it’s like a

college class,” said senior Tyshaun Collins.

     “Personally, since I have already taken the

class she expects me to know more than any-

body else so she tests my abilities,” said Tlalpan.

     They also recognized what her absence will

mean for Kennedy and the preschool.

     “It’s going to be a big loss, I don’t know who

can replace her,” said Colon.

      “She knows everything, and someone else

might not know everything,” said Collins.

     However, Langlais’s dedication will be felt in

the preschool even after her retirement.

     “I think it’s going to be different because

everyone’s so used to having her there, but she

gave a good name to the preschool so it still has

that reputation,” said senior Michelle Herrera.

     That aforementioned dedication extends far

after school hours, with Langlais running the

Young Educators’ Society club, in addition to her

myriad of class responsibilities.

     “I just hope someone as great as her steps up

to the plate to take on her role. She gives all she

can to the club and it’s easy to see she has a

passion for students and children,” said senior

Sara Aldarondo, two-year president of YES club.

     “She’s always trying to do new things with

the club, whether it be taking a class of

kindergarteners to the zoo or going to several

teacher conferences in Connecticut,” said

Aldarondo.

     Sentiments of admiration and acclaim were

also present among her colleagues.

     “I worked with her for the last 17 years, and

she was a part of my every day routine, I would

always do my morning duty with her and we

would always share stories,” said business de-

partment chair Mr.Lucian.

     “She’s an absolutely wonderful lady to work

with, she answers all of my questions and I go to

her with a lot of questions, she lets me vent to

her a lot to get my frustrations out,” said Balnis.

     “That’s an understatement,” she said, refer-

ring to the question of whether Langlais’s retire-

ment would impact the school. “She has invested

so much in the preschool, it’s going to take some-

one big to fill her shoes.”

     “She works hard and she believes in what she

does, she does so many things that she doesn’t

have to do and there’s not too many people who

will do that,” said National Teacher of the Year

Mrs. Hayes, who said she was “nervous” to see

Langlais go.

     Langlais expressed the fear that comes with

leaving the preschool to be run by someone else.

     “I’ve been working for two years, calling col-

leges, having interns come in, trying to make sure

I leave this program in good hands. I call it my

baby, I developed the program, I like how far it’s

come,” she said.

     It is that reason that makes finding an indi-

vidual to take over such a selective process chal-

lenging.

     “I’ve been working so diligently trying to find

someone that has the same passion that I have to

continue this program,” she said.

     Langlais will gladly provide her expertise and

experience as a resource for the individual who

meets the criteria.

     “Whoever does come in to the position, I’m

definitely going to help train that person, I might

be popping in and out next year. I’m really com-

mitted to making sure the next person has the

proper training,” she said.

     There is some sadness that comes with retir-

ing from her position.

     “Of course I love my hugs every morning

from the little kids,” said Langlais, speaking on

some of the moments she will miss most.

     Though her students and colleagues agree pas-

sion and devotion makes for the best results in

regards to the preschool, Langlais makes it clear

that it also makes for the happiest life.

      “I have always felt like I have the best job in

the world,” she said.

     Considering her immense commitment, suc-

cess and appraisal, it is difficult to understand a

retirement without Langlais’s own insight.

     “I think the biggest deciding factor for my

retirement is, I don’t feel I have the energy I used

to have and it requires a lot of energy to keep

this program at the caliber that I would like it to

be,” she said.

     However, even in her retirement children will

always be a part of her life.

     “I’m in a new phase in my life, I’m a grand-

mother now, I’m going to take the next year to

decide what I want to do with my life and next

year I’m going to help watch my grandchildren,”

said Langlais.

     Adding “author” to her list of accomplish-

ments is another possibility.

     “Maybe I’ll write a children’s book some-

day, that’s on my bucket list,” said Langlais

By Franchesca Araujo
Staff Writer

FAN CLUB  Retiring teacher Mrs. Langlais, center, is surrounded by her students from left to right, Zari Williams,

Yeishka Cortes, Andrea Guevara-Flores, Esmeralda Anaya, Talia Bairstow, Julisa Camacho, and Jennifer Caceres.

QUALITY TIME Mr. Ludwig, center, eats

lunch with automotive teacher Mr. Saraceno

(left) and science department chair Mr. Cyr

(right). Ludwig, a volunteer firefighter,  is

retiring after 47 years of teaching.

Photo by Julita Becolli/staff

Photo by Dylan McGrath/staff
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‘New approach’ yields wins for baseball
By J. Schaff
Correspondent

Team says more ‘fire,’ ‘urgency’ brought them victories

     One pitch, one spot.

     These words were most of-

ten spoken by interim head

coach and guidance counselor,

Mr. Poulter as the varsity base-

ball team picked up three vic-

tories out of their last four

games citywide in a final effort

to leave a lasting memory of

their success, as a result of

timely hitting and as one coach

put it, a new approach.

     “It sunk in that those were

going to be our final four games

of high school baseball so we

gave it our all,” said first-

baseman John Ogando.

     The 29 runs scored in those

four games can attest to that.

     “We began to jump on teams

early,” said sophomore Pablo

Barrera “that really gave us an

edge.”

     Senior captain Jayvon

Vazquez  said a mixture of

“trust in each other” and “bats

waking up in key innings” was

a vital part of the success felt.

     With head coach of two

years, history teacher Mr. Sarlo

on medical leave from early

May until the end of the sea-

son, the initial guidance the

team had all season was gone,

but that did not stop the team

from playing hard.

     “A new approach was seen

that was much more serious,”

said assistant coach Michael

Mannetti, a business depart-

  Sports
ment teacher. “they played the

game with a much more deter-

mined manner.”

     Poulter was given the re-

sponsibility of interim head

coach during Sarlo’s absence. He

said he saw “more of sense of

urgency” but also said “when

faced against a city team, more

competitive spirit is seen.”

     “Our opponents were what

motivated us to win,’ said

sophomore Daniel Familia.

     However, a new attitude was

seen in the final few games.

     Freshman Jake Desjardins

said, “Everybody was picking

each other up and supporting

each other.”

     “We got our emotions in

check and played with every

ounce of passion and energy to

finish the season off strong,” said

senior catcher Harold Castillo,

who led the team in RBIs.

     “It feels great to win three

out of our four final games,” said

senior Davian Nieves. “We had

a lot of doubters before and

throughout the season, but we

pulled through and we were suc-

cessful in our final stretch.”

     Mr. Desjardins, father of

Jake Desjardins who was at ev-

ery game said, “towards the end

of the season, they hit the ball

better and began to communi-

cate with each other.”

     Mr. Douglas Brown, father

of junior Ethan Brown said, “I

noticed more of a fire in the

team towards the end of the

season.”

     Joe Galante, former player

and now volunteer coach who

graduated in 2015, said, “The

team began to find its identity

and began to move together and

put together a few wins.”

     Katie O’Brien, religion

teacher at Notre Dame in West

Haven, Conn. and aunt to jun-

ior Joey Schaff who attended

four games said, “The team

started to gel and grow a chem-

istry that was able to lead them

to success.”

     Senior Briana Latifi was in

attendance for five games.

     She said she saw “more ef-

fort given by the boys on any

given play.”

     “I noticed a difference in the

second time we played them,”

said Holy Cross junior third-

baseman Michael Keating.

“Kennedy had us worried” as

it was a tie game going into the

seventh inning.

     And they had a right to be

worried.

     With the team’s batting av-

erage rising to .224 as well as

the on-base percentage rising to

.421 and with more than 40 sto-

len bases, according to

MaxPreps stat tracker, the

Eagles were flying aggressive.

Many positives can be taken

from that final stretch.

      Now some are looking

towards the future.

     Junior Josh Russo said,

“we’re aiming for states next

year,” and freshman Xavier

Frias said, “it was great being

the youngest on the team con-

tributing to the effort” but “it’s

time to focus on next year.”

     However, not all want to

look past this 2016 season.

      “I want the team to be re-

membered as a team that won

with many senior losses and

brought the program in the right

direction,” said senior Bubba

Rivera

     Sarlo could not originally be

reached for a comment at the

time of this writing but he did

say in a Facebook post May

19 that “it was a tough season

overall, but you NEVER quit

and finished the year by win-

ning three of your last four

games, including a season

sweep of both Crosby and

WCA.”

     Theodore Roosevelt once

said, “it is not the critic who

counts but it is the man whose

face is marred with sweat and

dirt.” Success is not always

measured in wins, but in the

effort given by those who

worked for it. This team put

much dedication into their 2016

season and they never said quit,

which is what paid off for the

Kennedy Eagles in the end.

    It feels great to win three out of our
four final games. We had a lot of
doubters before and throughout the
season, but we pulled through and we
were successful in our final stretch.

”
“

Davian Nieves,
senior

$1.5 million grant from Rep. Berger will fix back field
Plans for 2016 feature new clay softball field plus football fieldBy James Cossette

Correspondent

     Do you play sports on a field? Are

you a sports fan? Do you go to

Kennedy? If so, this article is for you.

      The new turf field is being con-

structed in the back of the school be-

hind the tennis courts to the woods,

with a design of a clay softball infield

leading to the football field. This im-

pacts both the football and softball

teams so they will no longer have poor

field conditions or transportation is-

sues, thanks to the approval of the

Board of Education and a $1.5 million

grant in addition to the money for the

new wing project. The field is set to

be completed by September 2016.

      “Part of the money for this project

is from the grant for the new building,

while the rest is from the $1.5 million

grant from Representative (Jeffrey)

Berger,” said principal Mr. Robert

Johnston.

      All that money is being used on

this new field so it is safe to say that

this field is going to look spectacular.

      “The softball field will turn into

the football field,” which is a common

design for a field complex, said

Johnston.

      Many students are excited for this

new field including junior Marc-

Anthony Telusma.

     “We don’t have to move or leave

early and we can stay longer and get

better,” said Telusma, who is a mem-

ber of the football team.

      Having a field in the back of the

school again will help greatly with

transportation for teams.

      “We have to share busses with

teams larger than us which makes for

an uncomfortable bus ride,” said

senior Morgan Fasanelli.

     Many softball players feel the

same about the transportation issues,

just ask sophomore Taylor Afable.

     “It’s such an inconvenience to

travel to a separate location,” said

    Chase Park is not
worthy of high school
varsity sports’ prac-
tices.

”
“

Jake D’Alusio,
Class of 2015

Afable.

      Many students know this struggle

of transportation as it has been a prob-

lem in recent years.

     “With a new field, the team

wouldn’t have to walk down to Chase

Park just to have practice,” said

senior Jose Cardona.

     As for the conditions at Chase

Park, they’re not so great.

      “There are too many sticks, holes

and acorns for a football team to prac-

tice,’ said junior Jacob Colon.

       Even graduates of the school are

commenting about the poor conditions

of Chase Park’s field.

     “Chase Park is not worthy of high

school varsity sports practices,” said

Jake D’Alusio, who graduated in 2015.

     Having a new field also will pro-

vide Kennedy with many benefits.

      “We could practice in different

weather conditions since the field will

be artificial turf,” said senior Josh

Rivera.

     There is hope that the new field

will spark an interest in sports for

some students.

      “More people will want to play

because they like new things,” said

junior Nick Ramos.

      Tyler Wrenn, another 2015 gradu-

ate, also thinks having a new field

would be beneficial to Kennedy.

     “A new field would make trans-

portation much easier for Kennedy

sports teams,” said Wrenn.

      “The new field would cut down

on transportation and make schedul-

ing easier,” said junior George

DosSantos.

       But when exactly will this new

field be completed?

      “The planned completion date is

early September 2016,” said Board of

Education member Mr. Stango, just in

time for fall sports.

      Also, with the help of Represen-

tative Berger, Kennedy was able to ob-

tain an additional “$1,500,000 from the

State Department of Energy and Envi-

ronmental Protection to upgrade from

lawn to turf,” added Stango.

       The idea of the turf field is popu-

lar among athletes.

      “I feel that everything is more fun

on turf,” said senior Jayvon Vasquez.

      Construction is also not being too

much of a distraction to teachers in the

building.

     “There has been minimum distrac-

tion with the construction, maybe on

two occurrences,” said Physics teacher

Ms. Velez.

      Students and staff want this field

done as soon as possible and you re-

ally can’t blame them after hearing all

of the positives a new field will bring.

      “Practice will be much more effi-

cient now that we have nearly triple

the space we did last year,” said var-

sity football head coach and baseball

coach Mr. Sarlo.

     “Teams are made in the pre-season

and at practice and now with the new

field, getting better will be much

easier,” said senior Christian Curry.

      All things considered, it is no se-

Spring sports review

Outdoor track

     Even though the outdoor track season has ended

students still talk about how much fun they had at the

meets.

     “I loved running in the meets because it was very

competitive,” said junior Jacob Dinklocker.

     Students love doing track because they get better and

better each year. They feel great about themselves and

the team when they win meets, he said.
Baseball

     For some players, “winning three of the last four

games was the highlight of this season,” said junior

baseball player Ethan Brown.

     Although they had a rocky start, the players got

better as they played more games. They worked

“together as a team,” said Brown, to make each other

better.

     At the end of the season they enjoyed themselves

and had a good time playing, no matter what the end

result was.

Girls’ Tennis

      The best part about this season was “that we grew

closer as a team, we had sleepovers and bonfires and

saw each other more than just at practice,” said junior

Almesa Sabovic.

By Julita Becolli
Staff Writer

cret that “the new field will be a major

benefit to Kennedy sports teams,” said

senior John Ogando.

      With the field hopefully being

completed by the start of the next

school year, students will finally be

able to realize the potential of the new

field.

     So come out and play an outdoor

sport, go to a game, or just enjoy the

beauty of the field, because the new

field at Kennedy is for everyone.

      The players got to play in games with their “close

friends as a doubles team, which made us become stronger

players,” said junior Reese Coran.

     The best part about this season was developing

everlasting friendships with the girls they had to play and

practice with every day, according to Coran.

Boys’ Tennis

     Boys’ tennis “season was pretty fun, I enjoyed it all

the way through,” said junior Camilo Barrera.

     The highlight of this season for players was “doubles

teams,” said Barrera.  The team also got recruits this year

which is a great thing, according to Barrera.

Golf

     This season went better than expected according to

junior Kyle Cleary. They won some and lost some.

However “at the end of the day everyone had a great

attitude no matter what,” said Cleary.

      They spent more time practicing in 2016 than any

other year, which is a good thing because they “had fun

as a team,” said Cleary.

Softball

       The best game that was played was the “one on

Senior Night,” said junior Kailee Alvarado.

     Everyone played their hardest, according to junior

Alexis Makubika-Tison.

     “The season was full of ups and downs but everyone

stayed positive throughout it,” Alvarado said. Progress

was made by the team as a whole until the end of the

season, according to Alvarado.

Photos compiled by

J./Schaff/staff

VICTORY

Senior John

Ogando (top

photo) squares

up to field a

ground ball while

varsity head

coach Mr. Sarlo

(bottom photo,

left), works with

junior Joey

Schaff on third

base during

spring 2016.

The team won

three of their

last four

games.
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